PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION
IK the present book the general plan of the work conforms to that
followed in the last edition. An attempt has been made to
present Part L in more concise and lucid form, and in revising
and largely rewriting the section on Materia Medica I trust that
I have been duly mindful of the now more clearly recognized
claims of Pharmacology as the link in the teaching curriculum
between Physiology and Therapeutics,
The recent publication of a new edition of the British Pharma-
copoeia has occasioned numerous alterations in nomenclature
and in formulae. "Many preparations now no longer official, which
have proved of value in veterinary practice, have been retained
in the text, the adoption of this expedient being necessary because
of the continued absence of an official Veterinary Pharmacopoeia.
The section on Therapeutics has been almost entirely rewritten.
It aims at conciseness rather than at completeness, and if several
of the views which I have expressed, especially where these
relate to pathogenesis, savour of originality rather than of ortho-
doxy, and are thus open to criticism in a work of this kind, it can
be claimed that they rest on accepted physiological bases.
The preparation of a new edition of a standard textbook on
Veterinary Materia Medica and Therapeutics imposes no light
responsibility upon one who is no longer actively engaged in the
teaching of these subjects, and I am warmly appreciative of the
ready assistance afforded by the many professional friends from
whom I have sought guidance upon doubtful points. Mr. Arthur
Gofton has revised and extended the section on the Biological
Tests in Clinical Diagnosis, and has written the short article on
the Care and Management of the Parturient Cow% To him I am
also indebted for the critical revision of Parts L and III, I have
also specially to acknowledge the services of my colleagues.
Professor Henry Dryerre has revised much of the text and
colkborated freely on those aspects relating to Physiological
Biochemistty* Mr, Alexander Brownlee has checked all the
formulae and posology, and to offered many helpful suggestions,
Mr, W* S* Gordon has assisted in the preparation of the section on
Vaccine and Serum Therapy, Mr, Norman Walker, Advocate,
Lectmtr on Jurisprudence, Royal pick) Veterinary College, has
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